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From the

Dear Friends in Christ,

Rector s Desk. What adelightitis to see a new issue of our

Parish Newsletter on the presses! As you well
know, our Annual Meeting in February identified
improving Communications as one of our key
priorities for this year. Given the major goals and
high level of weekly activity in this Church, a
regular newsletter is truly a vital tool to enhance
our ministry.

Be sure to bring a friend on April 16 for Easter

be enhanced by the presence of our Bishop, the
Rt. Rev. Claude Miller, who will preach and preside
at the 10:00am service at the River Valley Middle
School. After worship there will be a Sod Turning
on our new property followed by refreshments
and a reception at the Parish Centre.

Blessings to you all!
The Ven. Vicars Hodge MM WM

Sunday Worship — the great festival this year will
1~] We are pleased to announce that_ we now have two puppet teams.
PU ppet M ag IC We now have a Senior and a Junior Puppet Team.

The Senior Puppet Team (Grade 6 & up) has been visiting Salt  The Junior Puppet Team performed their first song for Salt Reef
Reef the last Sunday of each month to perform songs during the on March 26. They all did an awesome job!!

?fneﬂ?fg aSrz]a(Ijt \;T/%?%oar{ienﬂgtu\r/\ltsillt Xért.?%g eﬁrs\g? son Various outreach activities for the spring are starting to

for the closing of Salt Reef is now in the works be requested for the puppet team. They recently

for May/June. The visits to Salt Reef consist of - perfprmed"two songs for the "Celebration of

the buppet team performing two sonas . Children™ event at the Baptist Church to help
pupp P 9 g raise funds for water wells to be drilled in South

beginning at 9:50 am, Francis & Avril time, ; : .
and the puppets finishing with two more S\I(rel;?b ;B(saeevent raised over $1800 towards this

songs. The Senior Puppet team is also helping The video of the event will be used in future

in the instruction of puppetry to the Junior fund raisin ; :
: g events and will also be aired soon
E)Ldgggiggfgh{ir{]ﬁntormg them, as one on TV. The team also performed for the Lenten
a Mission, ""You know my Jesus' and the rocking song,
The Junior Puppet Team (Grades 3-5) is now up "God’s Love™. The song "Excuses’, with help of acting
and running. Practices take place on the last Sunday parts from other Salt Reef kids, was performed at the
of every month. The practices are 30 minutes long and are held Parish Family Fun Day Variety Show. Look for the puppets in the
during fellowship following the 10:00 am service at the Church  upcoming Variety Show in May.
of the Resurrection.

Pa”Sh Famlly Fun Day Saturday, March 19th s much fun and undiscovered talent at this Family Fun

Day. Far left, Shelby MacGougan coming up for air during the pie-eating contest. Centre, Father Vic trying to get some
air with CPR from Daniel Bond while on court for the basketball game. To the right, a perfect example of how we Anglicans
get going when the tough gets going. To fill in the spaces, the Praise Band elicited the help of some... ummm... other_talent,
like a worldly showgirl and a “It's-been-my-dream-to-be-a-rockstar-my-whole-life” bean counter.

Thank goodness Bob Wong was there with his faithful guitar to ground the whole thing. Phew!

Check out the calendar of events on the back page for up-and-coming things to do.



The
Rivers’
Light

When the congregation grante
me the privilege of becoming a memberof our parish vestry
this year, | was asked to take on the ministry of Stewardship.
At the time (I'm embarrassed to say) | had only a hazy idea of
exactly what Stewardship is, and | had no idea why we would
need a Stewardship Committee in our Parish.

| hope I'm not the only one as clueless about this as | was,
but I'm going to let you in on a little of what I've learned in
my discussions with our Rector, and the studying and reading
I've done since.

First of all, what is Stewardship?

When | researched on the internet for a definition of
stewardship, a dictionary-based site gave me several definitions
in various contexts; in industry, the environment, business
corporations, etc. It then went on to identify Stewardship in
Christianity:

"In a Christian context, stewardship refers to the responsibility that
Christians have for the gifts that God has bestowed. In some settings,
stewardship is operationalized as time, talent and treasure."

| thought "Informative, but not exactly inspiring." Then |
narrowed my search to Anglican/Episcopal Christian websites
and one of the things | found was this:

"Stewardship has also been defined as: What I do, with all that 1
have, after I say, "I believe." This one really spoke to me; what
a beautiful and inspiring definition of stewardship in one small
sentence.

Then | thought: "Oops, | really should use my Bible as an
authority for this, not the internet!" Still, I got a long way to
go on that Christian journey, folks! | discovered that what the
Bible, and especially Jesus has to say about stewardship could,
well, - fill a book! Everywhere, we're taught how God created
everything, then charged us with looking after it and giving
it back in a responsible Christian way. One of the reference
sources that our Rector, Archdeacon Hodge, gave me refers
to a series of thoughts written by Archdeacon Michael Pollesi
of the Diocese of Ontario. In this, Archdeacon Pollesi identifies
a stewardship perspective in every single weekly gospel reading
for all three years of the Revised Common Lectionary. Every
single one related in some way to stewardship - wow!

Speaking of Father Vic, here was another "authority" who
really helped me to understand stewardship and the
committee's role in our parish. | never fail to learn something
whenever | listen to him preach or teach and my discussion
and prayers with him about this ministry were no different.

Stewardship. Giving it all back to God.

by Jackie Lohnes, Stewardship Committee Chair

| realized after talking to him that, of course, our Capital
Campaign last fall was one HUGE stewardship effort. At first
this made me a bit apprehensive about the committee's
immediate responsibilities in this area, but it's pretty well
understood that the parish might be a little battle-weary right
now when it comes to the financial side of our stewardship
responsibilities.

What we discussed together were some projects, equally as
important as financial ones, for which the Stewardship
Committee needs to take leadership. These projects involve
the "time and talent" gifts with which we've been blessed to
help us to become better stewards of God's resources in our
Parish. Here are a few of them:

* Take the lead in ensuring that parish stewardship education
and activities are not restricted only to large efforts like our
capital campaign last fall, but also ensure that stewardship
education and the call to the people of God to live generous
lives is an ongoing, continuous ministry.

* Develop a "Gifts" database for the parish; in a parish of
over three hundred families there is sure to be a huge amount
of skills, education and talents that are all waiting there on
tap; ready, willing and able to be used in God's service in the
Parish! We need to identify it all and get this information
stored in a way that it can be used easily and efficiently.

® Educate and promote Planned Giving in our parish - more
and more Anglicans are giving thoughtful attention now to
their stewardship of accumulated assets, ensuring that they
have valid wills and have planned responsibility for the security
and well-being of their families and the support of those
institutions and causes which have been important to them.
Our Stewardship Committee is charged with helping our
parishioners do this as well.

¢ Provide education about, and promotion of the all-round
benefits of pre-authorized payment or "e-offering" for our
financial giving and work toward a goal of 80% of the givers
on our parish list signing up.

So there you have it, that's what I've learned so far about
what stewardship and what a Stewardship Committee for our
parish is all about.

Obviously | have a lot more to learn and, equally obviously,
there's no way that one person can accomplish all of this, so
a whole group of us will have to learn more together. That
way we can work toward helping everyone in this parish of
the Nerepis and St. John find joy in giving and fulfillment in
using the spiritual gifts God has given us.

On Friday, March 3rd, four of our youth made a great step forward in administering their strong faith outside of our

church community as part of a mission in New York City. This group, under the leadership of the Rev. Paul Ranson,
spent time amongst strangers in a strange city, in another country — well outside of our comfortable surroundings —
sharing the Word of God. Katie Grey, Erin Hodge, Genna Machum and John Hoben returned Saturday, March 11th,
with lots of stories, memories and a passion to share. Here is a small excerpt from John Hoben’s experience.

I had many amazing experinces in New York City — from passing out tracts on Wall Street — to a prayer
walk at the United Nations. Although we saw some amazing sights, | know my fondest memories and the
times when God’s love showed the most was in places where tourists never see. My most memorable
experince was in a warehouse in The Bronx. We met these three guys that were staying there as a favour
to the owner. They were supposed to protect the building from tresspassers and graffiti artists. They had a
little rottwieler-pitbull mix puppy that they were training to protect the building. Although | didn't really
do much talking, my teammates really had a good conversation with him. We gave them a Bible and they
sounded really curious to find out more about God. | didn't feel as if they would just throw it aside and
forget about it. | felt that God would reveal himself through that little copy of the New Testamant.




We have just completed the first
quarter in the first year of “A Building
of Faith for Tomorrow” three-year

Capital Campaign. Our initial goal

was to raise $600,000 through
pledges but we exceeded our
expectation and now have a commitment
in pledges of $644,481 towards the building
of our new church facility. As of the end of
March (26th), $166,591.50 has come in from pledged money.

We now have a total of $269,750 in our building fund
bank account. The first quarter personal statements have
gone out to all who have made a pledge.

God has been blessing those who are willing to be a
blessing for Him."
David and Jean Wilson are the
Capital Campaign Follow-up
Directors and are responsible
Jor maintaining the
campaign pledges.
Shown to the right,
they are holding our
Campaign Thermometre,
a tool designed to illustrate
our financial progress.
If you have any questions,
they can be reached at 757-8004.

The Building Committee has
been busy behind the scenes
finalizing the floor-plan and
layout of our new building. s /
By the time you read this, N
the plans should be finalized

and preparation for a UPDATE

congregational review will be well under way.

We have been temporarily delayed while the plans were
revised to locate the building a little further up on the hill.
It was felt that the original location did not take advantage
of the beautiful view and was not visible enough to the public
as they traveled among River Valley Drive. The architect,
along with the site engineers, has come up with some
innovative ideas to meet our objective while keeping the costs
under control.

Budcrw\

+Fart
Tomorrow

The next major hurdle will be to establish the financing
plan and preliminary operating budget. This work should be
accomplished over the next few weeks and will be part of the
overall presentation to Vestry and the congregation. Once
we have consensus, construction can begin! It is our hope
that will occur sometime this summer or early fall.

Andrew Logan is the chairperson on the Building Committee for the

Church of the Resurrection. Any questions or concerns can be directed
to him at 635-2625.

The Progressiov omewe/

Many have watched the Praise Band go through many
changes over the last couple of years. We have gone from
having a keyboardist (Anna Caines), vocalist(Sam Clark) and
guitarist (me, Jamie Whittaker), to having the guitarist then
get up the guts to sing (that would be me), to having our
keyboardist skip the continent and head to Uganda (on her
way out thanking me for taking over the Praise Band
administrative duties).

Then along came the drums. Many may not realize that the
first drums we had were Marian Lucas-Jeffries's drums and she
played them until she headed off to school, while Andrew
Hodge played the Jimbay (or however you spell that one).
Andrew then got to play the drums for a little while until
Marian got recruited to play in a band at her school and her
drums then went with her. Andrew then took his hand at
keyboards which he had learned prior to drums.

We were then able to find a great deal on drums and Andrew
was back in business. Luckily Emily McCoy was also able to
get us a sound system so that the rest of the instruments could
compete with the percussion section.

Around the same time we were also fortunate enough to
get Paul Berry to join and add some extra dynamics to the
guitar section and Ann Byers started her treks down from Oak
Point to provide the revival of the keyboards. Beth Ranson
also fortunately followed her new husband to our Parish and
brought her bass riffs with her. I'm not quite sure how this
reflects on me (maybe I'm | little too rough on the band
members) but Andrew then decided to head to the other side
of the planet (kind of hard on my ego). Lucky for us, Pat Toner
had played drums in his youth (a secret he had even kept from
Auvril) and the rhythm was ready to burst forth. And this is
how we got where we are.

Every Tuesday we continue to try and grow in our
understanding of Praise and Worship, through Bible study and
of course practice. We have also been fortunate enough to
be asked to play at other churches and events, such as recurring
visits to the Church of the Good Shepherd's Saturday Night
Service, annual events at Westfield United Church and we are
looking forward to our second appearance at a Youth event
at St. Mary's and St. Bartholomew's Church in Forest Hills on
April 23, 2006.

We continue to enjoy our time together and enjoy the
opportunity to Praise our Lord for all the gifts he has given us.

36 and holding!

Do you know we have something called ‘The 36'ers”?

And what is a 36-er you may ask?? It's a really great way to let newcomers to the
Church of the Resurrection & St. Paul's know how much we enjoyed them spending
time worshiping with us. When a new person is identified to the 36-ers group,

these spirited ladies (and men) get into action. They have a loaf of homemade bread,
baked and delivered to the home of our newcomer within 36 hours...
Emily McCoy & Esther Chapman are heading up this very important ministry and each
of us can be a part. We can offer to be bakers or delivery drivers, or we can make sure

Emily & Esther know when someone is new.

If you feel a calling to this ministry please see Emily or Esther and join their team.

Esther Chapman, left,
and Emily McCoy, right.

hence the name.







